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Constitution Day Facts

Constitution Day, also known as Citizenship Day, is held annually on 
the 17th of September. The day observes the adoption of the U.S. 
Constitution and to celebrate those who have become U.S. citizens.

★ The U.S. Constitution, written in 1787 by a committee known as the 
Framers, was signed on September 17. It was initially ratified by a 
total of nine states out of the original thirteen colonies in 1788. 

★ The original Constitution lacked a description of the individual rights. 
It was only in 1791 that the first ten Amendments were included, 
which became known as the Bill of Rights.

★ Among the Framers were James Madison who served as the chief 
draftsman and later came to be called the Father of the Constitution, 
Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, George Washington, John 
Adams and Thomas Jefferson. 

The U.S. Constitution



Constitution Day Facts
★ The Constitution was secretly written at the Pennsylvania State 

House where the Declaration of Independence was signed and 
where George Washington accepted the post as the Commander of 
the Continental Army. Today, the building is called Independence 
Hall, located in Philadelphia. 

★ The Constitutional Convention was attended by 42 delegates 
wherein 39 signed the Constitution. Benjamin Franklin was the 
oldest delegate to sign at 81, while Jonathan Dayton, at 26, was the 
youngest. Moreover, two of the United State’s Founding Fathers, 
Thomas Jefferson and John Adams, were unable to sign the 
Constitution because they were in France and Britain, respectively. 
James Madison and George Washington were the two signers who 
later became U.S. Presidents.

★ The original Constitution was only 4,543 words long, making it the 
shortest and oldest Constitution written in the world. Since it was 
ratified, over 11,000 amendments to the Constitution have been 
proposed but only 27 passed.

★ When the Constitution was signed, the American population was 
4 million. Philadelphia, which was then the capital, had 
40,000 inhabitants. Today, the American population is more than 
327 million. 

★ Rhode Island was the last to sign on May 29, 1791, after failing to 
send a delegate to the Constitutional Convention. 

★ Aside from English, Latin derivatives are also present in the 
document. Initially, it did not set forth any amendments for the right 
to vote. As a result, only male property-owners could vote, 
African-Americans were not considered citizens and women only 
got the right to vote in 1920. 

★ When the Constitution was ratified in 1787, the institution of slavery 
was enshrined through the “Three-Fifths Compromise.” It was only 
in 1865 that slavery was abolished through the 13th Amendment. 
The longest period in American history in which the Constitution was 
unchanged by amendments was from 1804 to 1865.



Constitution Day Facts

★ On November 26, 1789, President George Washington created the 
first national Thanksgiving Day to give thanks to the Constitution. 

★ In the early 1900s, several states started to celebrate Constitution 
Day, but it was only in 1940 when Congress formally designated the 
third Sunday in May as “I am an American Day.” By 1952, the day 
was moved to September 17th and called Citizenship Day.

★ In 1939, successful newspaper publisher William Hearst, of Hearst 
Communications, stated that there should be a holiday to celebrate 
American citizenship for new and existing citizens. He used his 
newspaper to build support for his idea.

★ Senator Robert Byrd was responsible for Citizenship Day’s name 
change to Constitution Day in 2004.

★ The focus of Constitution Day is to educate people about the 
importance of the American Constitution and the freedoms and 
rights it offers American citizens.

★ Many American citizens observe Constitution Day by flying 
American flags. It is also a day to learn about the Constitution and to 
take pride in one’s community through organized community 
activities.

★ Becoming an American citizen is a long process and requires 
immigrants and refugees to know and take on American values, 
language and culture. Applicants are required to take a citizenship 
test.

★ The Constitution Day is a federal event but not a holiday. 
★ Aside from learning the history and importance of the highest law of 

the land, it is also a day to promote sanitation and environmental 
causes.

Celebrating Constitution Day



Constitution Day Facts

★ While the Constitution is based on the principles of a democracy, 
the word ‘democracy’ does not appear in the constitution.

★ Among the most glaring misspellings in the original Constitution was 
“Pensylvania” (Pennsylvania).

★ A Pennsylvania General Assembly Clerk named Jacob Shallus was 
paid to pen the Constitution for $30, which is around $830 today.

★ The four-page Constitution is currently on display at the National 
Archives Building in Washington, D.C. It is displayed behind a 
protective titanium and glass-framed case containing argon gas to 
preserve the parchment.

★ The famous Liberty’s Voice, Patrick Henry, did not sign the 
Constitution because he “smelt a rat.”

★ The formal term “The United States of America” was first used in the 
Declaration of Independence.

★ On January 10, 1791, Vermont ratified the Constitution even though 
it had not yet become a state. 

★ From 1791, the Constitution was changed seventeen times. 
★ In 1841, when Vice President John Tyler assumed the presidency 

after the death of William Harrison, there was nothing in the 
Constitution that provided for the vice president to become 
president. Despite lacking Constitutional authority, Tyler assumed 
the presidency as has every succeeding vice president in the same 
position. It was only in 1967 that the 25th Amendment stated that 
the vice president technically becomes the president in cases of 
removal of the president from office, death, resignation or inability to 
discharge the powers of office.   

Exciting Constitution Facts



Father of the Constitution
Name:

In 1840, the journal of James Madison was published. It 
contained detailed notes of discussions and meetings 
during the Constitutional Convention. Today, he is known 
as the Father of the Constitution for chiefly writing the 
original draft. Tell us more about him.

James 
Madison

The Father 
of the 

Constitution

Personal Life

Political Career

Legacy as Statesman

❏ ___________
❏ ___________
❏ ___________

❏ ___________
❏ ___________
❏ ___________

❏ ___________
❏ ___________
❏ ___________



Pillars of the Constitution
Name:Name:

Although the shortest Constitution in the world, the 
original U.S. Constitution was complex. There are 
seven pillars on which the Constitution is built. Do 
some research to expand on the pillars below. 

1. Popular Sovereignty
______________________
______________________

2. Republicanism
______________________
______________________

3. Federalism
______________________
______________________

4. Separation of Powers
______________________
______________________

5. Checks and Balances
______________________
______________________

6. Limited Government
______________________
______________________

7. Individual Rights
______________________
______________________



My Citizenship
Name:

Prior to 2004, Constitution Day was celebrated in the 
United States as Citizenship Day. Share some values 
which make your citizenship distinct with others 
around the world. Embrace your national identity by 
making a collage.

Ci
tiz

en
sh

ip
 W

al
l

I am a proud __________(your citizenship).
Can you map your home country?



Compare Constitutions
Name:

All democratic countries have a Constitution, but not 
all democracies are created equal. Using the map 
below, research which countries have the best 
democracy and why other countries fall short.
 

BEST Democracy WORST Democracy



Fact or Fiction?
Name:

Below are statements related to the U.S. Constitution 
and Constitution Day. State whether they’re true (T) or 
false (F).

(  ) The Constitution was primarily written by 
Benjamin Franklin.
(  ) The U.S. Constitution is one of the oldest in 
the world.
(  ) The Constitution was drafted in public.
(  ) We observe the 4th of July as Constitution 
Day.
(  ) The Constitution was signed in Philadelphia, 
1787.
(  ) Thanks to William Hearst and his 
newspapers, we celebrate Constitution Day.
(  ) The U.S. Constitution is one of the longest in 
the world.
(  ) Pennsylvania is spelled incorrectly on the 
Constitution.
(  ) The Constitution is 40 pages long.
(  ) The Constitution states that all powers 
belong to the president.
(  ) Constitution Day is also known as 
Citizenship Day.



Fact or Fiction?

ANSWER KEY

( F) The Constitution was primarily written by 
Benjamin Franklin.
( T ) The U.S. Constitution is one of the oldest in 
the world.
( F ) The Constitution was drafted in public.
( F) We observe the 4th of July as Constitution 
Day.
( T) The Constitution was signed in 
Philadelphia, 1787.
( T) Thanks to William Hearst and his 
newspapers, we celebrate Constitution Day.
( F) The U.S. Constitution is one of the longest in 
the world.
( T) Pennsylvania is spelled incorrectly on the 
Constitution.
( F) The Constitution is 40 pages long.
( F ) The Constitution states that all powers 
belong to the president.
( T) Constitution Day is also known as 
Citizenship Day.



Towards Constitution Day
The Constitution is the supreme law in the United 
States. Its creation in 1787 was one of the most 
important events in American history that every citizen 
should know and celebrate. Can you complete the 
timeline of other pivotal events in U.S. history?

Name: _____________

1775

1776

1783

1787

1789

The United 
States 
Constitutional 
Convention 
signed the 
Constitution.

1791

1952



Towards Constitution Day

ANSWER KEY

1775

1776

1783

The 
American 
Revolution 
broke out 
between the 
colonists and 
the British 
government.

The 
Declaration of 
Independence 
was made by 
the Second 
Continental 
Congress.

The war ended after 
the Treaty of Paris 
was signed. It was 
ratified by the 
Congress of the 
Confederation and 
King George III after 
a year.

1787

1789

The United 
States 
Constitutional 
Convention 
signed the 
Constitution.

George 
Washington 
became the 
first U.S. 
President 
until 1797.

1791

The Bill of 
Rights, or the 
first Ten 
Amendments 
to the 
Constitution, 
was ratified.

1952

The Congress 
designated 
September 17 
of every year 
as Citizenship 
Day from “I am 
an American 
Day.”



Citizenship Test
Name:

It is a long and difficult process becoming an 
American citizen. Hopeful immigrants are required to 
take a test. Here are some of the questions. Can you 
get them right?

Who is in 
charge of the 
Executive 
branch?

The President

Speaker of the House

Chief Justice

Majority Whip

How many U.S 
Senators are 
there?

50

100

200

435

We elect a 
President for 
how many 
years?

2

4

6

8

If the President 
can no longer 
serve, who 
becomes 
President?

The First Lady

Speaker of the House

Senate Majority Leader

The Vice President

Who vetoes 
bills?

Congress

The President

The Vice President

What are the 
two major 
political 
parties in the 
U.S?

Democratic and 
Republican

Liberty and Justice

Law and Order

Senators Checks and Balances

How old do 
citizens have 
to be to vote 
for the 
President?

16 21

18 25



Citizenship Test

ANSWER KEY

Who is in 
charge of the 
Executive 
branch?

The President

Speaker of the House

Chief Justice

Majority Whip

How many U.S 
Senators are 
there?

50

100

200

435

We elect a 
President for 
how many 
years?

2

4

6

8

If the President 
can no longer 
serve, who 
becomes 
President?

The First Lady

Speaker of the House

Senate Majority Leader

The Vice President

Who vetoes 
bills?

Congress

The President

The Vice President

What are the 
two major 
political 
parties in the 
U.S?

Democratic and 
Republican

Liberty and Justice

Law and Order

Senators Checks and Balances

How old do 
citizens have 
to be to vote 
for the 
President?

16 21

18 25



September 17th
Name:

Constitution Day is more than just a day off from 
school and work. It’s learning about being American 
and helping your community. How do you spend your 
time on Constitution Day?

L ’  C CONSTITUTION 
DAY



Photo of your 
hero

My American Hero
Name:

On Constitution Day, students are encouraged to study 
and appreciate the significance of the U.S. Constitution. 
Activities highlighting famous Americans who contributed 
to the supreme law of the land are also advised. Can you 
share with us your favorite person in American history? 

Why do you consider him/her as 
your American hero?
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

How did s/he contribute to 
American history?
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________



Today I Learned...
Name:

Let us sum up what you’ve learned today! Fill in your 
thoughts on today based on the prompts below.

Your picture on 
Constitution Day

I am grateful to be an American because:
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

To me, the most important part of the U.S. Constitution is:
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

Before today, I didn’t know that:
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________




