
SHARKS
Worksheets



Contents
1. Shark Facts

Sharks Back In Time
2. Sharks Timeline
3. The Megalodon

4. The Living Fossils
Modern Sharks

5. The Lamniformes
6. Carcharhiniformes
7. Orectolobiformes

8. Squatina - Angel Sharks
9. Top Ten Giants

10. Reflection



Let’s talk about

SHARKS

The shark is the largest fish in the sea and belongs to the 
Chondrichthyes class of fish. They have been around for 

more than 300 million years and were around even before 
dinosaurs. There are about 350 different types of sharks, but 

researchers think there are other sharks that haven't been 
discovered yet. 

For more information on one of the best predators in the animal 
kingdom, keep reading.



SHARK FACTS
● A shark does not have a single bone in it body, instead it 

has a skeleton made up of cartilage. Cartilage is a tough 
material, like the material that shapes your ear. A shark 
has two dorsal fins on its back, one beneath its body, 
which is called the pectoral fin (all species do not have 
that) and the tail which is the caudal fin.

● Sharks are strong, healthy creatures. No other living 
thing can take better care of itself than a shark can. 
Sharks never get cancer, so their cartilage is being 
studied with the hope of developing anti-cancer drugs.

● Most sharks live for about 25 years, while some can live 
to be a 100 years too.

● Most kinds of sharks can swim up to 20-40 miles per 
hour. The Mako shark is said to be able to swim at more 
than 60 miles per hour.

● Not all species of sharks are required to be in continuous 
motion to breathe, however a shark’s body is heavier 
than the sea, so if it stops moving it will sink. Sharks do 
not sleep in the same way as humans. Even if they seem 
to be sleeping they are not, instead they are just resting.

● A shark’s teeth are usually replaced every eight days. 
Some species of sharks shed about 30,000 teeth in their 
lifetime. When a shark loses a tooth, one replaces it. A 
Whale Shark has more than 4,000 teeth, but each is less 
than 1/8 inch long.



SHARK FACTS
● The largest shark teeth found belonged to a Carcharodon 

Megalodon shark and are 6 inches long. This shark is 
extinct and lived more than 4.5 million years ago.

● Sharks have very good senses. Sometimes a shark is 
called “a swimming nose”, for its great sense of smell. 
Sharks can easily detect prey that is in the sand, as well 
as at night.

● A shark also has a remarkable sensitivity to vibrations in 
the water. It can feel the movements made by other 
animals that are hundreds of feet away. They can hear 
sounds from thousands of feet away. Sharks can tell the 
direction from where the sound is coming from, too.

● A shark’s skin is covered by small, razor-sharp teeth 
called denticles. These can be removed from the shark’s 
body. Once removed, the remaining skin is made into 
strong leather.

● Some sharks lay eggs, while most give birth to babies. 
The Hammerhead and Tiger shark can have as many as 
40 babies at one time, while the others can have six to 
twelve.

● One good meal is enough to satisfy a shark’s hunger. 
The meal can last a shark for a long period because it 
uses very little energy to swim. Some sharks hold food in 
their stomachs without it being digested. If they eat a big 
meal, it can last three or more months.



SHARK FACTS
● Weird things have been found inside a shark, such as a 

nail, a bottle of wine, a treasure chest, coats, a suit of 
armor, a drum and a torpedo. Like humans, sharks are at 
the top of the food chain. More people are killed by bee 
stings than by shark attacks.

● The Whale shark is considered the biggest fish in the 
world. The Whale shark is about 90,000 pounds in 
weight. The Basking shark is the second largest. It can 
be as long as 40 feet.

● The Pygmy shark is about 11 inches in length. The Dwarf 
shark is as tiny as a human hand. Great white sharks can 
grow about 10 inches every year, which means they can 
grow to be 12 to 14 feet long.



“Sharks back in time”
Name:

After the  Cladoselache, many other sharks evolved and roamed the earth for the 
next million years. Let’s complete the timeline!

SHARKS TIMELINE

The Megalodon could be the largest shark that ever lived, but it is not the oldest.
 Cladoselache is often hailed as the first true shark form to enter the fossil 

record, and although Cladoselache Has a number of features that are different to 
the sharks that we know today, you can still see a basic fusiform body plan. It lived 

around 370 million years ago.

http://www.prehistoric-wildlife.com/species/c/cladoselache.html 

UCFATASL
F _ _ _ _ _ _ S
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___________
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million years ago

PRIHCNOOELI 
H _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ N 

Existed 
___________
million years ago
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Name:

Look for five (5) fascinating facts about Megalodon Sharks and write it in each box.

THE MEGALODON

HBODSYU
H _ _ _ _ _ US

Existed 
___________
million years ago

INUGS SHARK 
G _ _ _ _ _ SHARK

Existed 
___________
million years ago

OUSTDO
O _ _ _ _ _ 

Existed 
___________
million years ago

THE MEGALODON 
SHARK

Existed about 23-2.6 
million years ago



Name:

SHARKS TIMELINE

http://www.prehistoric-wildlife.com/species/c/cladoselache.html 

UCFATASL
FALCATUS

Existed 
__330___

million years ago

SACTTAHENUSTH 
STETHACANTHUS 

Existed 
__320___

million years ago

PRIHCNOOELI 
HELICOPRION 

Existed 
___290___
million years ago

HBODSYU
HYBODUS

Existed 
__180___

million years ago

INUGS SHARK 
GINSU SHARK

Existed 
___100___
million years ago

OTODUS
OTODUS 
Existed 

___55___
million years ago

http://www.prehistoric-wildlife.com/species/c/cladoselache.html


Name:

Prehistoric shark species survive today. Can you believe that?
Fill in the blanks to complete the details about these two prehistoric species.

THE LIVING FOSSILS

THE COW SHARK THE FRILLED SHARK

Cow sharks date back _______ 
million-years ago, during the early 
Jurassic. 

The fossil record for frilled sharks 
dates back to ________ million 
years ago.

With a gestation period thought to 
be up to _________ years, frilled 
sharks could hold the world record 
for the longest gestation period of 
any vertebrate.

They produce between 9 and 20 
pups in a breeding and generally it 
can take over _______ years for the 
pups to reach sexual maturity.

They are a deep water species and 
are commonly found at a depth of 
_________ feet, but have been 
reported as deep as 3,300 feet. 

Frilled Sharks live between ____ 
and ______ meters under the water.

They belong to a family called 
Hexanchidae, which comes from the 
Greek for "six arches", referring to 
the fact that some Cow Sharks have 
_______ gill slits.

Frilled sharks have lined with 25 
rows of backward-facing, 
trident-shaped teeth—_______ in 
all.



Name:

Prehistoric shark species survive today. Can you believe that?
Fill in the blanks to complete the details about these two prehistoric species.

THE LIVING FOSSILS

THE COW SHARK THE FRILLED SHARK

Cow sharks date back _190__ 
million-years ago, during the early 
Jurassic. 

The fossil record for frilled sharks 
dates back to _95_ million years 
ago.

With a gestation period thought to 
be up to _3 ½ _ years, frilled sharks 
could hold the world record for the 
longest gestation period of any 
vertebrate

They are a deep water species and 
are commonly found at a depth of 
980-2,000 feet, but have been 
reported as deep as 3,300 feet. 

They produce between 9 and 20 
pups in a breeding and generally it 
can take over 4-5 years for the pups 
to reach sexual maturity.

Frill Sharks live between 600 and 
1000 meters under the wate

Cow sharks have lined with 25 rows 
of backward-facing, trident-shaped 
teeth—_300_ in all.

They belong to a family called 
Hexanchidae, which comes from the 
Greek for "six arches", referring to 
the fact that some Cow Sharks have 
six gill slits.



“Modern Sharks”
Name:

Lamniformes, also known as Mackerel Sharks, is one of the most well-known groups 
as it includes famous species and feared hunter  This group has a particularly large 

mouth, ideal for seizing and immobilising large prey as well as for tearing off chunks of 
meat from hapless victims. The Megalodon, now extinct, was also part of this 

fascinating group. Below are the breeds under this family.
Match the pictures to column B.

THE LAMNIFORMES

http://www.sharks-world.com/types_of_sharks/ 

A. Megamouth 
shark

B. Basking shark
C. Mackerel shark
D. Goblin shark
E. Great White 

shark
F. Longfin Mako 

sharks
G. Shortfin Mako 

Shark 
H. Thresher shark

http://www.sharks-world.com/types_of_sharks/
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Name:

Carcharhiniformes are also known as Ground Sharks and are found in almost every 
marine habitat (i.e. different temperatures, topographies, salinity levels areas and 

depths) on earth. This group has a particularly long snout, or nose. It is known for the 
adaptability and variability of its members in order to ensure survival in many different 

circumstances.
Get your pencil and draw a hammerhead shark.

CARCHAHINIFORMES

http://www.sharksinfo.com/carcharhiniformes.html 

Hammerhead sharks are consummate predators that use their oddly shaped heads to improve 
their ability to find prey. Their wide-set eyes give them a better visual range than most other 

sharks. And by spreading their highly specialized sensory organs over their wide, mallet-shaped 
head, they can more thoroughly scan the ocean for food.

Here are the rest of the ground sharks:

Blue Shark Tiger Shark Blue Shark

http://www.sharksinfo.com/carcharhiniformes.html


Name:

http://www.sharksinfo.com/orectolobiformes.html 

Grey Reef Shark Blacktip Reef Shark Caribbean Reef Shark

Catshark Hound Shark Whitetip Reef Shark

The Orectolobiformes are an extremely diverse group of sharks, made up of individual 
species of many shapes, sizes, habitats, diets and remarkable physical characteristics. 

In general, they are identified by their two dorsal fins and a very short, transverse 
mouth.  They only dwell in the saltwater environments of the world's oceans and seas. 

They prefer the temperate and tropical areas and swim at a relatively deep level. 
although they can be found in all of the major oceans, they are rather common in the 

Indo-West Pacific waters. 
Within this group is the largest fish on earth. Take this picture as your clue and 

write a short information about this large creature.

OLECTOROBIFORMES 

http://www.sharksinfo.com/orectolobiformes.html


Name:

http://www.sharksinfo.com/orectolobiformes.html 

Here are the rest of the Olectorobiformes. 
Match the sharks to their proper names:

a.  Wobbegong b.  Nurse Shark    c.   Zebra Shark   d.  Carpet Shark

http://www.sharksinfo.com/orectolobiformes.html


Name:

This genus is the only one in its family and order Squatiniformes. They occur worldwide 
in temperate and tropical seas. Most species inhabit shallow temperate or tropical seas, 

but a few species inhabits deeper water, down to 1,300 m (4,300 ft)

SQUATINA - ANGEL SHARK

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angel_shark 

COLOR ME!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angel_shark


Name:

Number the sharks according to their sizes. These are the ten largest sharks in the 
world. Number 1 and 2 being provided for you, what are the next largest?

TOP TEN GIANTS

http://sharkopedia.discovery.com/shark-topics/record-breakers-2/#the-top-10-largest-sharks 

Number 1: The Whale Shark

Tiger Shark

Goblin Shark

Megamouth Shark

Thresher Shark

Hammerhead Shark

Greenland Shark

Pacific Sleeper Shark

Great White Shark

Number 2: Basking Shark

http://sharkopedia.discovery.com/shark-topics/record-breakers-2/#the-top-10-largest-sharks
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Name:

Answer the questions below.

REFLECTION

1) Are all sharks dangerous? Explain.

2) How do sharks maintain the ecosystem balance in the oceans?

3) Sharks were hunted in the earlier days for many reasons, what 
are these?

4) How do we keep our sharks safe from extinction?




