


BY:

Introduction to Chinese
Culture and the Mandarin

Language



Chinese  Flag

Map  of  China

The  capital :

Beij ing

1 .4  bill ion

Facts About China

Population  of  China :

Currency :

Renminbi  (yuan)

Symbol

Area :

3 .075  million  miles  squared

Government  type  is  Unitarian  

China  has  one  of  the  fastest  growing  as  well  as  the

largest  economies  in  the  world

China  has  the  world 's  largest  standing  army

The  national  sport  of  China  is  table  tennis



A Brief History of China

 Ancient  History  (8500  -  256  BC)

Imperial  History  (221  BC   -  1912)

Modern  History  (1912  -  Present)

The  Chinese  history  is  divided  into  3  timelines :

Define  BC :

The  f irst  dynasty  to  rule  China  was  the  Xia ,  beginning  in

2100  BC .

This  dynasty  was  deemed  "mythical"  until  recently  found

excavations  which  proved  otherwise

Before  Imperial  China ,  the  country  was  ruled  by  multiple

different  dynasties .

The  Republic  of  China  was  established  on  January  1 ,  1912

The  Chinese  Nationalist  Party  unified  the  republic  in  1928

The  second  Sino-Japanese  war  broke  out  from  1935  -  1945 ,

during  the  time  when  China  began  industrializing  and

expanding .

Define  Sino-Japanese :

The  Chinese  Civil  war  broke  out  in  1946 ,  right  after  WWII

China  holds  a  seat  in  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly

even  though  they  became  communist  after  their  Civil  War .

China  was  also  selected  to  hold  a  seat  in  the  permanent

Security  Council  of  the  United  Nations .

The  People  First  Party  was  created  after  the  2000

Presidential  election .  This  party  promotes  Chinese  culture

and  strong  international  relationships .



Historical Timeline
There  have  been  13  dynasties  that  have  ruled  China .

Research  4  of  those  dynasties  and  write  an  interesting

fact  about  each  dynasty !



Modern  China

Compare  and  contrast  the  differences  and  similarities

between  Old  China  and  Modern  China  in  the  Venn

Diagram  below .  Research  Old  China  and  Modern  China

to  get  the  most  accurate  results .

Old  China

Old vs. Modern China



Life in China
Economy :

China  is  the  fourth  most  visited  country  in  the  world ,  with

a  total  of  about  63  million  visitors  a  year .

The  world 's  largest  trading  power  in  China  due  to  their

large  sum  of  exports .

They  are  the  largest  foreign  holder  of  US  public  debt .

China  has  the  second  largest  number  of  bill ionaires .

They  also  have  a  high  level  of  income  inequality .

China  has  the  largest  market  for  automobiles .

Because  of  the  cultural  revolution ,  China  has  been  a  leader

of  science  and  technology ,  making  great  investments  in

scientif ic  research  and  a  space  program .

Culture :

Confucianism  heavily  influences  the  chinese  culture .

The  end  of  the  Cultural  Revolution  lead  to  a  revival  of

Chinese  art ,  l iterature ,  music ,  and  f i lm .

There  is  a  heavy  emphasis  on  rice  dishes  and  simple

vegetables  in  Chinese  cuisine ,  although  it  is  diverse .

Bean  products  such  as  tofu  and  soy  are  used  are  popular

sources  of  protein  because  meat  is  generally  reserved  for

special  occasions .

Popular  spectator  sports  include  martial  arts ,  table  tennis ,

badminton ,  swimming ,  and  basketball .  Chess  and  board

games  are  popular  as  well .

Traditional  Chinese  medicine  is  important  to  their  culture .

They  focus  on  balancing  the  yin  and  the  yang  to  help

people  feel  complete ,  healthy ,  and  balanced  internally .

What   is  contributed  to  China 's  strong  trading  power?



Chinese Cuisine
Cuisine  is  a  large  part  of  every  culture .  Choose  2  popular

Chinese  dishes .  Write  their  recipes  below  and  draw  or

paste  a  picture  to  show  what  they  look  l ike .



History of the 
Chinese Language

The  Mandarin  language  is  the  oldest  written  language  in  the  world .

Chinese  characters  have  been  found  inscribed  from  objects  dating

back  to  the  Shang  dynasty ,  almost  3 ,000  years  ago .  The  Chinese

language  is  always  evolving  which  is  why  there  are  two  versions  of

the  language :  Traditional  and  Simplif ied .

The  simplif ied  characters

have  less  pen-strokes

than  the  traditional

version ,  making  it  easier

to  write .  The  simplif ied

version  was  only  accepted

as  another  version  of  the

language  after  the

People ’s  Republic  of

China  was  established .

Traditional  Chinese  is

usually  used  in  textbooks ,

newspapers ,  and  subtitles

in  movies  and  shows .

Traditional  Chinese  is

mostly  taught  and  used

by  the  Chinese  l iving  in

Hong  Kong ,  Taiwan ,

Malaysia ,  Korea ,  and

Japan .

 There  are  many  different  dialects  of  the  Chinese  language  in  the  many

different  regions  of  Asia ,  some  being  so  different  that  it ’s  diff icult  to  even

communicate  with  other  dialects .  The  Chinese  writing  systems  helps  to

interconnect  the  many  different  dialects .  A  typical  well  educated  Chinese

person  knows  around  6 ,000  to  7 ,000  characters ,  but  only  about  3 ,000

characters  are  needed  to  understand  a  mainland  newspaper .

Source

https://www.ocf.berkeley.edu/~wwu/chinese/handout.html


Writing in Chinese
Look  up  each  word  and  draw  the  Chinese  symbol  in  the

boxes  below .

Beauty Loyalty Truth Honor

Peace Courage Tree Bird

Turtle Home Love Family



Geography of China
Because  of  China 's  diverse  geography  and  large  land  mass ,  we

can  see  ferti le  lowlands ,  mountainous  terrain ,  roll ing  plateaus ,

water  basins ,  and  agriculture  f ields .

9  of  the  world 's  17  tallest  peaks  can  be  found  on  China 's

western  border ,  such  as  the  Himalayas ,  Lhotse ,  Makalu ,  and

Cho  Oyu .

China  has  over  50 ,000  rivers  with  a  total  length  of  420 ,000

km ,  most  of  which  f low  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  from  the  west .

The  Yangtze  is  the  third  largest  river  in  the  world .

The  giant  panda  is  found  only  in  a  small  area  near  the  Yangtze .

China  is  the  largest  producer  of  natural  graphite  and  zinc .

China  also  produces  gold ,  iron ,  ore ,  lead ,  mercury ,  natural  gas ,

uranium  and  tin .

China  l ies  in  2  major  ecozones :  the  Paleartic ,  and  the

Indomalaya .  In  the  Paleartic  reside  mammals  such  as  horses

and  camels ;  in  the  Indomalaya ,  leopards  and  different  species

of  apes .

The  climate  of  China  ranges  from  tropical  to  subarctic ,  making

it  incredibly  diverse .

Monsoon  winds  controls  the  climate ,  carrying  moist ,  warm  air .

Air  and  water  pollution  is  a  major  problem  in  China  because  of

the  many  factories .

What  are  the  names  of  the  tallest  peaks  in  China?

Name  the  climate  zones  found  in  China :



Map of China
Shade  and  label  all  of  the  provinces  of  the  map .  Create  a

key  at  the  bottom  or  use  arrows  to  show  the  names  of

each  province .

Source

http://clipart-library.com/free/black-and-white-map-of-china.html


The Great Wall of China
Find  5  interesting  facts  about  the  Great  Wall  of  China

and  f i l l  them  in  the  boxes  below !



Design a Postcard
From  everything  you 've  learned ,  think  about  all  of  the

things  that  make  China  unique .  Design  a  postcard  below

or  use  a  digital  drawing  app  to  represent  its  uniqueness .


