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International Children’s Book Day 
Facts

International Children’s Book Day is an annual celebration of the birthday 
of Danish author and poet, Hans Christian Andersen every 2nd day of 
April. On this day, many bookstores and libraries hold storytelling 
workshops and book reading events related to children’s book authors.

❖ Since 1967, the International Board on Books for Young People, or IBBY, 
has been celebrating International Children’s Book Day on or around Hans 
Christian Andersen’s birthday. IBBY is a non-profit international 
organization which aims to promote reading and instigate the importance 
of books among the young. It was founded in Zurich, Switzerland in 1953 
and already has 75 national sections around the world. 

❖ Among its prestigious awards is the Hans Christian Andersen Award 
which was given to authors and illustrators whose works contributed in the 
growth of children’s books. 

International Children’s Book Day

BACKGROUND AND ACTIVITIES



❖ Each year, the IBBY National Section sponsors the celebration of 
International Children’s Book Day to inspire love for reading among 
children. 

❖ Amongst the common ways to celebrate this day is through the following: 
introduction of folktales from around the world, storytelling activities of 
children’s books, and reading and creative writing workshops. Many 
study the life of author and poet, Hans Christian Andersen on this day.

International Children’s Book Day 
Facts

ABOUT HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN

❖ Hans Christian Andersen was a Danish author famous for his fairy tales, 
including the Little Mermaid, the Emperor’s New Clothes, and 
Thumbelina. Throughout his lifetime Andersen wrote hundreds of plays, 
novels, and poems for both adults and children, although it’s his fairy 
tales that continue to get the most recognition, almost 150 years after his 
death. 

Painting of Hans Christian Andersen by Andrew 
Khalturin
❖ Hans Christian Andersen was born on 2 April 

1805 in Odense, Denmark. He died on 4 
August 1875 and was 70 years old. His 
father, also called Hans, died in 1816 and his 
mother, Anne Marie, remarried in 1818.

❖ Andersen’s first story was published in 1822 
and was called The Ghost at Palnatoke 
Grave. His first book of fairy tales was 
published between 1835 and 1837. 



International Children’s Book Day 
Facts

❖ The book contained 9 fairytales: The Tinderbox, Little Claus and Big Claus, 
The Princess and the Pea, Little Ida’s Flowers, Thumbelina, The Naughty 
Boy, The Travelling Companion, The Little Mermaid, and The Emperor’s 
New Clothes.

Classic edition cover of 
Andersen’s Little Mermaid

★ Most of his  fairy tales had unhappy endings. 
They have been translated into more than 125 
different languages around the world and have 
been made into countless films, TV shows, 
ballets, and plays.



Man of Tales
Name: ________________________________

International Children’s Book Day is celebrated every year to 
promote love for reading. This annual gathering of book 
lovers falls on or around the birthday of author Hans 
Christian Andersen. Share your knowledge about this Man 
of Tales.

INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S BOOK DAY WORKSHEETS

PERSONAL AND EARLY LIFE

FAMOUS WORKS

❏ _________________________________
❏ _________________________________
❏ _________________________________
❏ _________________________________
❏ _________________________________
❏ _________________________________



Famous Children’s Book Authors

Name: ________________________________

Take a photo and write a short description on your favorite 
children’s book author other than Andersen. In addition, 
provide your reasons why you love them and their works.
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Photoself
Name: ________________________________

On International Children’s Book Day, collect your favorite 
children’s book by completing the self with pictures and 
synopsis.
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Andersen’s Best
Name: ________________________________

Aside from the promotion of international understanding 
towards reading and children’s books, the day is also the 
time of the year to celebrate the birth of Hans Christian 
Andersen. Using the photo clues, provide at least 3 facts 
about his characters.

INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S BOOK DAY WORKSHEETS



Tales to Tell
Name: ________________________________

In line with the celebration of International Children’s Book 
Day, complete the titles of some of the best books/poems 
for children ever written. Then, answer the question below.

INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S BOOK DAY WORKSHEETS

How important is reading?
_____________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

THE  

YERTLE THE 

THE TALE OF RABBIT

THE  

THE BEAR CALLED

CHARLIE AND THE 
CHOCOLATE 



Tales to Tell
ANSWER KEY

INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S BOOK DAY WORKSHEETS

How important is reading?
_____________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

THE  L O R A X

YERTLE THE T U R T L E

THE TALE OF P E T E R RABBIT

THE  G R U F F A L O

THE BEAR CALLED

P A D D I N G T O N

CHARLIE AND THE 
CHOCOLATE 

F A C T O R Y



Lessons in Rhyme
Name: ________________________________

Aside from being a children’s book author, Andersen was 
also a poet. Read his work “The Philosopher’s Stone” and 
do the task provided.
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Now she heard the following words sadly sung,— 

“Life is a shadow that flits away In a 
night of darkness and woe.” 

But then would follow brighter thoughts: 

“Life has the rose’s sweet perfume With 
sunshine, light, and joy.” 

And if one stanza sounded painfully— 

“Each mortal thinks of himself alone, 
Is a truth, alas, too clearly known;” 
Then, on the other hand, came the answer— 

“Love, like a mighty flowing stream, Fills every 
heart with its radiant gleam.” 

She heard, indeed, such words as these— 

“In the pretty turmoil here below, All is a 
vain and paltry show.” 

Then came also words of comfort— 

“Great and good are the actions done By many 
whose worth is never known.” 

And if sometimes the mocking strain reached her— “Why not 
join in the jesting cry 
That condemns all gifts from the throne on high?” 

In the blind girl’s heart a stronger voice repeated— 

“To trust in thyself and God is best, In His 
holy will forever to rest.” 

But the evil spirit could not see this and remain cotented.

TASK

Highlight the figures of speech 
used.

What is the meaning of this line, 
“Each mortal thinks of himself 
alone”?

Share your thoughts about the 
poem.

Draw a symbol that can represent 
your inference on Andersen’s work.



Around the World
Name: ________________________________

Map at least 8 countries that celebrate International 
Children’s Book Day. Also paste a picture showing some of 
their activities.
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The International Board 
on Book for Young 

People was formed in 
Zurich, Switzerland, in 

1953.



Folktales 
Name: ________________________________

One of the many ways to celebrate this day is by sharing 
folktales from different cultures across the world. Using the 
board below, write a folktale you learned from your 
grandparents or parents that is original to your hometown.
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BACKGROUND:
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
____________________

STORY

Do you believe in 
this story? Why 
and why not. 

FOLKTALES



Tell the Children Tales
Name: ________________________________

Make your own comic strip highlighting what children today 
should do in terms of giving importance to knowledge, 
learning, and books. 
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______________
______________
______________
__________

______________
______________
______________
__________

______________
______________
______________
__________

______________
______________
______________
__________



Print to Movies
Name: ________________________________

There are number of Andersen’s work that are adapted into 
mainstream films. Guided by your parent, watch a film of 
your choice and analyse it using the guide questions below.
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What is the film all about?
__________________________________
______________________________

What are the conflicts and solutions 
provided in the film?
__________________________________
______________________________

List down the lessons you learned.
❏ __________________________
❏ __________________________

Are there life lessons you can share?
__________________________________
______________________________
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Thank you!
Thank you so much for downloading this resource.

We hope it has been useful for you at home that your 
students enjoy the activities..
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